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Introduction
The state of Texas is known to have extreme laws and regulations against drugs. From a simple offense such as possessing a drug that is under the control system of anti-narcotics, dire penalties like serving a longer time in the state prison is among the top consequences. The state of Texas has put a lot of resources in investigating and arraigning drug offenders before the judicial system. It becomes relatively expensive when the transactional costs involve the female drug offenders found to have mental diagnoses. This paper looks at the transactional costs associated with incarceration of female drug users in terms of financial policies that the Texas State government has put in place and factors that inflict such offenders leading to their incarceration.
Transactional Costs Associated with Incarceration of Women Drug Users with Mental Diagnosis
The costs incurred to investigate drug-related offenses in Texas are very high compared to other states. Munchick (2015) discusses that the annual amount in dollars that the state can spend in handling a case that is associated with a single female drug offender is $31,286. This is the amount that is used to investigate and finally incarcerate one drug offender. The costs go up when the there are elements of mental illnesses that require additional treatment that must be accorded to the prisoner. Statistics, correspondingly, indicate that the number of female drug offenders in Texas is also rising annually (Linder, 2018).  The state of Texas, therefore, had to tighten up the fight against drug abuse and addition and formulate regulations that the incarcerated offenders must meet. Among these regulations are penalties of paying up to $100,000 with equivalent of 15-99 years in jail for being found with a big possession of Opioids such as codeine, hydrocodone, and oxycodone (Dirg Murphy Law Firm, 2020).
The costs that Texas State uses in meeting mental treatment demands of female drug users is comparatively higher than for women bearing the distributed number of such prisoners across the state. These costs go into expanding education for prison staff on how to handle the mentally ill offenders. The costs are equally are required for continuous screening and effective running of inmate programs that aim to improve the health outcomes of the drug offenders with mental illnesses. Furthermore, a research study conducted by Linder (2018) shows that the number of women in Texas correctional facilities is currently higher than that of men, although the women are in prisons for non-violent reasons.
Reports compiled by Criminal Justice agencies show that the female drug offenders with mental illness are continuously incarcerated from informal settings characterized by negative aspects like poverty, low education levels and reports of victimization. Due to the factors mentioned, Texas State offers little leniency to the suspects when they are incarcerated. In return, Webster et al. (2020) describe that for a simple misdemeanor such as having debts and child care bills, the suspects are mandated to pay up or risk returning to the state jails or prisons. McGee‐Cobbs & House (2019) sum that smaller crimes found to be committed by the women offenders in Bexar County could lead the victims to losing the driver’s license. On the other hand, the women who live in marginalized communities due to race are reportedly discriminated in gaining from state resources such as education and employment opportunities.
Conclusion
Fighting the war against drugs requires sufficient transactional funding and working policies. The policies should, therefore, be made regardless of the state of the victims. This is radicle after the implications of drug effects are found to be negatively impactful to the community. Texas is a porous zone for drug trafficking. It is essentially on the right to use strict policies to punish female drug abuse offenders for misdemeanors such as failing to pay personal debts and child care support.  The costs that Texas State incurs in investigating and incarcerating one drug offender regardless of gender or race is far much expensive that makes the use of strict policies only reasonable.
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